176           IRONSIDES IN THE MAKING

]643 Boston lay the caw tic of Bolingbroke, ujjumsl, which Manchester advanced his loot on October !)Ui. To its relief came Sir John Henderson, the governor of Newark, with a strong body of cavalry, who cut up the .scattered parliament outposts. On the llth a battle became inevitable, though Oliver would fain have avoided it, since his horses were in poor condition, and he was far from certain of the quality of some of his new levies. The mounted forces met near the hamlet of Winceby, winch lies on the crest of the watershed. It was open ground for cavalry, and the two sides were of about equal strength. Oliver charged at the head of his men ; his horse was shot and rolled over on him; when be attempted to rise a royalist trooper knocked him down: never in his career was he nearer death. Eventually he found another mount, and was able to take part in that half-hour's struggle, when the royalists' lirst line was forced back on its reserves, and then the whole army driven from the field.1 That night Manchester occupied Horncastle. Next clay the garrison of Hull smote the invaders so lustily that the following morning Newcastle raised the siege. A little later Manchester re-took Lincoln and Gainsborough, and the immediate threat from the north was averted. The king might still hold two-thirds of the land, but it looked as if the tide were turning. Newcastle would soon be enclosed between two fires, for Leven with 18,000 foot and 3000 horse, was making ready to cross the Tweed.

The year 164$ saw the making of the Ironsides and also the making of Oliver the soldier. He began it as a simple captain of horse, and he ended it as the most successful of the parliament's cavalry commanders. He had been made governor of the isle of Ely, and as such had given the dignitaries of Ely cathedral a rough handling. He had been acting as second-in-command of Manchester's army since its formation, and on January

1 Accounts of Winceby arc in Fairfax Correspondence^ L 02, etc.; Vicars, God's Ark, 45; Kushworth, V, 281; the various True Mations (Tli,); ami I, J., VI. 255.